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INTRODUCTION

The Regional Environmental Planning Program (REPP) was funded by the Department of Environmental
Services as a means to develop an inventory of New Hampshire’s most significant unprotected water,
land, forest, historic, cultural, ecological, geological and public resources. The Land and Community
Heritage Commission (LCHC) was created with the passage of SB 493. The LCHC has recommended that
funding be made available annually to communities, non-profit organizations and state agencies through
a competitive application process for the voluntary conservation and preservation of targeted resources.
REPP was established, in part, to respond to SB 493.

During year one, a comprehensive inventory was assembled through local conservation and historical
commissions. In year two, the assembled data was refined and public meetings were held to select five
priority resources for each community. Planning boards, historic district commissions, watershed
associations, land trusts, environmental groups, charitable and philanthropic organizations and other
stakeholders were contacted by each of the region’s conservation commissions and invited to provide
input. In addition, the conservation commissions were asked to identify their highest priority resource
and gather a comprehensive set of data, based on the following criteria: resource type, significance of the
property, imminence of threat, leverage; local support, partnerships; public access, stewardship, and
method of preservation.

The year one report also categorized “Regional Priorities”. These were resources that were identified by
more than one town. Although eleven were cited, the Nashua Regional Planning Commission (NRPC)
staff selected five for more detailed analysis: Purgatory and Pennichuck Brook Watersheds and the
Merrimack, Nashua and Souhegan River Corridors. The Conservation Commissions used the same
criteria for choosing the highest regional priority as they did for the local properties.

While it is important to create and maintain a database of all resources, this report will highlight the
resources in the region that are in most serious need of protection. This final document will provide a
detailed profile of the top local and regional priorities in each community. The report will call attention
to resources 2 through 5, but will not provide extensive details about them. Detailed information on the
remaining priorities, and a complete resources inventory, is available at NRPC and local Conservation
Commission offices. In addition, the complete inventory provided by the communities during Year One
is available in a companion document prepared by the NRPC. That document is available at NRPC or
through its website (www.nashuarpc.org).

This report is to be used as a tool for developing options and strategies for resource protection. It does
not represent regional or municipal government policies or programmatic actions.
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